The role of surgery in the treatment of prostate cancer.
To describe the role of surgery in the treatment of organ-confined prostate cancer and advanced prostate cancer. Journals, textbooks, and personal communication. Radical prostatectomy plays a possible role in curing those patients with disease confined to the prostate. Bilateral orchiectomy plays a palliative role for patients with advanced disease. This article provides nurses with the knowledge needed to teach patients about how the surgery is performed, the associated complications, and the likelihood of cancer control.